[
Christians Seeking Identity

Lesson #1
The Foundations are Out of Course

Psa 82:5-7  They know not, neither will they understand; they walk on in darkness: all the foundations of the earth are out of course.


Definition:


Out of Course 4131: waver, slip, fallen into decay, spoiled

The very foundation upon which the earth was established has slipped off of its course.  Things are not operating the way that God intended them to function.
Luk 3:4-6  Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.  The crooked shall be made straight (true)
Acts 2:40 Save yourselves from this untoward generation.

Definition:

Crooked, untoward  4646: Skoilios

From the base of G4628; warped, that is, winding; figuratively perverse: - crooked, froward, a bend from the original trut
That which has slipped off course is the way we see God.  We do not see God according to His ways.  God’s ways have become watered down with man’s ways.   
Proverbs 28:18  Whoso walketh uprightly shall be saved: but he that is perverse in his ways shall fall at once.

Definition:

Perverse 6140: distorted, knotted, crooked, perverted

Walking according to God’s ways produces salvation or a complete sense of well being in every area of one’s life. God’s way always brings forth fruit unto life. (Isaiah 55:7-13)  Man’s ways according to the works of man’s hands do not produce according to God’s ways. 

Deu 32:4  He is the Rock, his work is perfect: for all his ways are judgment: a God of truth and without iniquity, just and right is he. 

Deu 32:5  They have corrupted themselves, their spot is not the spot of his children: they are a perverse and crooked generation. 

Definitions:

Perfect: without blemish

Judgment:  divine law,  formal decree, decision

Iniquity: unrighteous,  distorted

Corrupted 7843: decay, ruin, mar, spoil

Spot-3971:  stain, blemish

Perverse 6141: distorted, crooked,

Crooked 6618:  twisted

God’s ways work perfectly because they are the divine law that governs the universe.  There is no unrighteousness in God.  He created man to walk in His image.  He created man to be like Him and to walk in His righteousness. God designed man to gain his strength from God. Man has a distorted view of this principle.  Because he does not believe that God has equipped man with His righteousness, man goes about trying to establish his own. Man has a zeal for God, but not according to a correct knowledge. (Romans 10:2-3)  
Righteousness and Unrighteousness do not mix
2 Corinthians 6:14 What fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness?  What communion hath light with darkness?

Defintions:

Righteousness (Vines) 1343: That which is consistent with God’s nature, everything that God is, everything that God can do, everything that God has

unrighteousness 458: That which is opposite of God’s nature; the nature man has of himself 
Communion 2844 koinonia: partnership, intercourse, participation, fellowship

Until we enter into a relationship with God according to His nature and according to His divine law, we will not experience true intimacy with Him.

God’s way (light) cannot have intimacy with man’s way (darkness.) 
Romans 8:6 carnally minded is death Spiritually minded is life

Amos 3:3 How can any two walk together unless they agree?
Definitions:

Walk: behave, exercise, grow

Agreed: betroth together, agree, share the same view

Isaiah 45:2-6 God says that He will make the “crooked straight.”   He will gird us (or surround us with His strength) and surname us (share His identity with us).

God created us to walk in His righteousness.  

Isa 45:8  Drop down, ye heavens, from above, and let the skies pour down righteousness: let the earth open, and let them bring forth salvation, and let righteousness spring up together; I the LORD have created it. 

Isa 45:11  Thus saith the LORD, the Holy One of Israel, and his Maker, Ask me of things to come concerning my sons, and concerning the work of my hands command ye me. 

Isa 45:12  I have made the earth, and created man upon it: I, even my hands, have stretched out the heavens, and all their host have I commanded. 

Isa 45:13  I have raised him up in righteousness, and I will direct all his ways: he shall build my city, and he shall let go my captives, not for price nor reward, saith the LORD of hosts.  

God is going to set man free from his unrighteousness or iniquity with His righteousness. 

God wants to make the crooked straight and restore our sight so that we can walk with Him according to His righteousness rather than our own.
Created in God’s image

Genesis 1:24 God created everything to bring forth after its kind 

Genesis 1:27 God created every living thing to reproduce according to its kind.  God created man to bear forth His own image in the earth.  He created man to take dominion over all the earth, to do God’s work and to fill the earth with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord.  

Genesis 1:31 God was pleased with His creation of man.  He said that it was good!  He did not leave anything out.
Covered by His image and provision
Genesis 2:25 Adam and Eve were naked, but they were unashamed.  They did not see themselves as lacking anything because God was their covering.  His covering kept their lack from being exposed.
Psa 91:1  If you abide under His shadow, you are covered by His image.
91:2  I will say of the LORD, He is my refuge and my fortress: my God; in him will I trust. (God wants us to be confident in who we are because of who He is.)
Unrighteousness, opposite of God’s mind

Genesis 2:17 The day you eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you will die.  God did not design man to walk according to his own reasoning.  Man’s way according to man’s provision of his own righteousness produces death, or a separation from God and His ways.
Definition:

Death: separation from God, opposite of zoe life, spiritual death, physical death

Genesis 3:4-7 Eve was drawn away from God’s opinion and was convinced that God had not fully provided for her.  
Genesis 3:6-10 When Eve became convinced that she needed to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil (human reasoning) in order to be like God, she and Adam became separated from God’s way.  Their way caused them to become separated from His way.  They hid from God in their sense of failure.
Definition:

Naked: poorly clad, exposed to the all seeing God, lacking

When we begin to focus on what we must do in order to please God, our own unrighteousness becomes the point of focus.  Instead of producing freedom according to God’s way, it produces a sense of shame and condemnation because man was not created to be sufficient of himself.
John 16:8-9 We enter into sin when we fail to see that God has provided everything that we need.  The truth is God’s plan has always been salvation and eternal life and he has made provision for it. The truth becomes crooked when we try to provide our own sufficiency.
When man sees that his strength comes from God’s provision, he is operating within the parameter of divine law and his needs are met according to God’s way. When man sees himself from a position of lack rather than provision, every good thing is withheld from him because it opposes God’s way.
Mat 15:13  But he answered and said, Every plant, which my heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be rooted up
The Tower of Babel was rooted in human effort and it was rooted up!

Gen 11:4-9  And they said, Go to, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven; and let us make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth.


Definition: 


Name 8034:  position

Babel 894: Confusion


Tower-H4026: From H1431; a tower (from its size or height); 
by analogy a rostrum; pulpit-

Tower-a fortress, a platform where pleadings were 
delivered

H1431:  to twist, to make large in pride, mind or body, advance, boast

It was not that they were building a tower that had the potential to reach God in the heavens that caused God to confuse their language.  They were trying to establish right standing with God according to the work of their own hands and God could not let that idea become the idea that governed man.  God’s word will always produce according to His word.  But, a word that has become twisted or crooked will not produce in like manner.

Ps 92:9-Workers of iniquity or unrighteousness will be scattered because unrighteous works or the works of man’s hands causes man to become separated from God.

Definition:


Iniquity 205: to exert oneself in vain;  strictly nothingness; 
also trouble, vanity, wickedness; evil, false, unjust, 
unrighteous, vain, vanity

Scattered 6504: to break through, that is, spread or separate 
(oneself)

God will provide

Proverbs 18:10  Your position in the Lord produces a strong tower.
Abraham 
Hebrews 11:10 Abraham was called the Father of Righteousness.  He was looking for a city built by God
God Story/Man Story

Romans 4:1-5 Message Bible

Rom 4:1  So how do we fit what we know of Abraham, our first father in the faith, into this new way of looking at things? 

Rom 4:2  If Abraham, by what he did for God, got God to approve him, he could certainly have taken credit for it. But the story we're given is a God-story, not an Abraham-story. 

Rom 4:3  What we read in Scripture is, "Abraham entered into what God was doing for him, and that was the turning point. He trusted God to set him right instead of trying to be right on his own." 

Rom 4:4  If you're a hard worker and do a good job, you deserve your pay; we don't call your wages a gift. 

Rom 4:5  But if you see that the job is too big for you, that it's something only God can do, and you trust him to do it--you could never do it for yourself no matter how hard and long you worked--well, that trusting-him-to-do-it is what gets you set right with God, by God. Sheer gift.

11:34 Out of weakness made strong

Colossians  2:6-10  As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him: Rooted and built in Him, you are complete.
God wants us to be rooted in His identity.  We are complete in Him.

That is His way.  That is divine law.  The world has distorted His way and caused it to become crooked.  The tradition of man and the rudiments of the world are being rooted up.  The “world’s way” does not bear the same fruit as His way.
The Way of Righteousness

2Pe 1:2  Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord, 

2Pe 1:3  According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: 
2 Pet 1:2 AMP May grace [God’s favor] and peace [which is perfect well-being, all necessary good, all spiritual prosperity, and freedom from fears and agitating passions and moral conflicts] be multiplied to you in [the full, personal and precise, and correct] knowledge of God and our Lord Jesus Christ.

Righteousness:  God’s way, everything equal to God’s character

Salvation: deliver, protect, heal, preserve, make whole, rescue or safety, help, victory

Understanding God’s ways [righteousness] and teaching God’s ways produces grace and peace [salvation.]

Dan 11:32  . . . . but the people that do know their God shall be strong, and do exploits. 

Dan 11:33  And they that understand among the people shall instruct many: 

John 17:3 Eternal life is knowing and understanding God’s ways

Isaiah 55:8-12 His way always works.  It is fail proof.  Joy and peace are the fruit of His ways.

His way makes my way perfect!

Psalms 18:30, 32 God’s way is perfect.  His way makes my way perfect [sturdy, sound, without blemish, complete.]

Phil 6 our faith becomes powerfully active by acknowledging every good thing in you in Christ Jesus

God wants to reveal His way to us.

Ephesians 1:17-19 Open the eyes of their understanding that they might know the hope of his calling [way.]

Eph 1:17-19 Amp [For I always pray to] the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, that He may grant you a spirit of wisdom and revelation [of insight into mysteries and secrets] in the [deep and intimate] knowledge of Him.  

By having the eyes of your heart flooded with light, so that you can know and understand the hope to which He has called you, and how rich is His glorious inheritance in the saints.

And [so that you can know and understand] what is the immeasurably and unlimited and surpassing greatness of His power in and for us who believe, as demonstrated in the working of His mighty strength. 
God has raised us up in righteousness.

Isa 45:11  Thus saith the LORD, the Holy One of Israel, and his Maker, Ask me of things to come concerning my sons, and concerning the work of my hands command ye me. 

Isa 45:12  I have made the earth, and created man upon it: I, even my hands, have stretched out the heavens, and all their host have I commanded. 

Isa 45:13  I have raised him up [rooted, wake up, opened eyes] in righteousness, and I will direct [to make straight or even, to make right, prosperous] all his ways: he shall build my city, and he shall let go my captives, not for price nor reward, saith the LORD of hosts. 
God’s way always works!  It will not fail to produce life and freedom.

We have an enemy that hates God’s way.  

Acts 13:10 We have an enemy of righteousness [God’s way] that seeks to pervert it.

Matthew 13:15 He sows tares [false wheat] among the wheat.

The perverted way can not produce the same fruit.  The perversion will not produce rest.

Hebrews 3:10-11 They have erred in their hearts and can not enter into my rest.

We are deceived with unrighteousness [man’s ways which never equal God’s ways.]

2 Thess 2:10 with all deceivableness of unrighteousness

He does this by causing us to focus on ourselves [our unrighteousness, our ways] rather than on God’s ways that make our way perfect.  In other words, he accomplishes this by getting man to focus on his condition [sin conscious] rather than his position [God conscious]
Romans 10:2-3 having a zeal that is not according to correct knowledge they try to establish their own righteousness.

Romans 8:6 to be carnally minded is death

Jeremiah 10:23 the way of man is not in himself

Prov 14:12 there is a way that seems right but the end is death

Pro 28:18  Whoso walketh uprightly [exact comformity to the truth] shall be saved: but he that is perverse in his ways shall fall at once. 
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